CAROLINE PARKER AND SIGNING SONGS  – signs/stars of the future 

Carole Woddis

‘It was like nothing I have seen before’ (Theatre Royal Stratford East). ‘I have seen lots of highly produced large cast productions over the years and I have put this production as one of my all time favourites’ (Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton). ‘Just to say my family went to the Ustinov [Theatre] last night and were blown away by the show’ (Bath). ‘Have just been to the Theatre Royal Stratford to watch this production. It is simply FANTASTIC, funny, sad and inspiring ... I loved the production and highly recommend the show ... especially Caroline Parker. What a performance!!!!!!’

Any newspaper editor worth their salt will tell you, never start a feature with too many quotes. Bad form. But, as our political pundits incessantly told us post the General Election, we’re in unchartered territory now. Something rather special is unfolding. And to steal once again from the political analogy, in theatre, too, there has been a coalition or Progressive Alliance under way for some time though some may not have noticed it. Change, we know, is hard.  

The above quotes and many, many more are audience feedback to Caroline Parker’s marvellous one-woman show, Signs of a Star Shaped Diva, produced jointly by Graeae with Theatre Royal Stratford East which has been touring the UK since January. 

Parker is one of the most remarkable performers. Some may have seen her on television where she appeared on the BBC’s See Hear’s drama, Switch. She was also the lip-reading expert, Florence, in the BBC’s Murphy’s Law. She has actually been performing for 27 years, since 1983. 

Parker happens to be deaf which is and isn’t important. What is important is the quality and uniqueness of her talent as a performer. Anyone who has seen her in previous Graeae shows or her work with Neti Neti, Theatre Centre or Deafinitely will know her for her instinctive timing, her warmth and her rapport with audiences. All of which are in full flow in Signs of a Star Shaped Diva in which she is on stage for two hours and signs songs by some of the greatest divas: Ella Fitzgerald, Dusty Springfield, Whitney Houston, Bette Midler, Eartha Kitt, Lena Horne and many more.
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