GETTING A GOOD THING GOING – THEATRES OWNED BY COLLEGES 

Rob West

What do the Arc Theatre Trowbridge, the Phoenix Arts Centre in Leicester and the Cockpit Theatre in London all have in common? The answer is that they are all, to some degree, owned by Further Education Colleges. 

There is, seemingly, a growing trend taking place where Further Education (FE) Colleges are investing in running their own performing spaces, but is that necessarily a good thing? 

Trowbridge's professional venue, Arc Theatre, is a small-scale theatre venue located adjacent to Wiltshire College, its principle funder. The Arc's programme includes a range of events (both professional and amateur), live music and children's shows. The venue specialises in bringing professional dance and newly devised theatre to the county of Wiltshire.

Bev Flanagan is Vice Principal at Wiltshire College and believes that the relationship between college and venue provides a number of positive benefits:

‘In relation to Wiltshire College's Performing Arts, the benefits are the offer of a well-equipped professionally run theatre for students to not only perform in, but in which to learn both the technical and administrative aspects of venue operation. ’

The Arc programme offers a stimulus to both college staff and students with its variety of visiting work and personnel ranging from the world of dance to stand-up comedy. Students benefit from immediate access to on-site professional artists and as industry placements within the theatre and entertainment industry are notoriously difficult to find, running an on-site theatre means placements automatically go to the college. 

This all adds up to a simple and cost effective venue for Performing Arts students to see touring shows. Di Dale, Principal of the Wiltshire College, is clear on the immediate benefits for the whole college the Arc brings.
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